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WHITE CREEK TRAIL  #548                           Length: 3.5 miles (5.6 km..) 
          
Use:  Medium       Recommended Season 
        Spring        Summer        Fall         Winter 
Difficulty:   More difficult 
USGS Map (s):  Engineer Mountain 
           
Starting Elevation:  11,800' 
 Junction with Engineer Mtn. Trail            
Ending Elevation: 11,500'      
Junction with Colorado (Rico-Silverton) Trail  
        
Recommended Season :  Summer/Fall   
         
Access # 1:  This trail can be reached 
on either end of the Engineer 
Mountain Trail or the Rico-Silverton 
Trail. Refer to the descriptions of 
these trails and their access points. 
 
Attractions & Considerations :   
This trail offers some of the best views 
of the Cascade drainage from the 
north. Basically, it maintains the same 
elevation throughout. This trail 
contours along or above the 
timberline, crossing though beautiful, 
high basins loaded with wildflowers in 
the spring. This makes an excellent 
spur hike for those backpacking along 
the Engineer Mountain Trail or the 
Rico-Silverton Trail. This is a small 
segment of the Colorado Trail and is 
well maintained. There is water 
available at both ends of the trail but 
very little available in between.  All 
water should be filtered, to avoid 
problems with Giardia. 
 
Fishing Considerations:  
The Animas River is rated good for brook, rainbow, 
and cutthroat trout. 
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                                  Scan of the San Juan National Forest Map 
Forest Service Maps and other publications are available at the 
Public Lands Center, in the Durango Tech Center, ½ mile west of 
Durango off Highway 160, or by calling (970) 247-4874. 
www.sjma.org 
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